
STAY OUTSTAY OUT--STAY ALIVESTAY ALIVE
Mines are Not Playgrounds!Mines are Not Playgrounds!



Mines are EverywhereMines are Everywhere
There are about There are about 14,00014,000 active active 
mines in the U.S.mines in the U.S.

There are as many as There are as many as 500,000 500,000 
abandoned mines in the U.S.abandoned mines in the U.S.



MINING: A Vital Part of MINING: A Vital Part of 
Our Economy Since the 1800sOur Economy Since the 1800s



The Early YearsThe Early Years





Even Children Worked in the MinesEven Children Worked in the Mines



Mining Still Important TodayMining Still Important Today



Advances in Advances in 
TechnologyTechnology



MONSTER TRUCKS!MONSTER TRUCKS!



MINERALS GO A LONG WAY MINERALS GO A LONG WAY 
IN A LIFETIMEIN A LIFETIME





ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN …ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN …



MINING CAN BE HAZARDOUSMINING CAN BE HAZARDOUS





SOMETIMES… SOMETIMES… 
HAPPY ENDINGS!HAPPY ENDINGS!



MINERS: MINERS: 
OUR MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCEOUR MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE



Each year, dozens Each year, dozens 

of people are of people are 

injured or killed ininjured or killed in

accidents that accidents that 

occur at active andoccur at active and

abandoned mines.abandoned mines.



DEADLY NUMBERSDEADLY NUMBERS
2004 2004 –– 35 deaths35 deaths
2003 2003 –– 28 deaths28 deaths
2002 2002 –– 31 deaths31 deaths
2001 2001 –– 32 deaths32 deaths
2000 2000 –– 29 deaths29 deaths

In the last five years, In the last five years, 128128 people have people have 
died in recreational activities on mine died in recreational activities on mine 
property.property.



TYPES OF ACCIDENTSTYPES OF ACCIDENTS
Falls into mine Falls into mine 
shafts, over shafts, over 
highwallshighwalls
Overturned Overturned 
equipmentequipment
DrowningsDrownings
AsphyxiationAsphyxiation
ElectrocutionElectrocution



THE HEADLINESTHE HEADLINES

““Indiana teenager drowns in quarry”Indiana teenager drowns in quarry”
Chicago TribuneChicago Tribune

“Accident on ATV kills Kentucky boy”“Accident on ATV kills Kentucky boy”
Associated PressAssociated Press

Brothers die while diving in old mine”Brothers die while diving in old mine”
Los Angeles TimesLos Angeles Times



Ohio Man Rescued from Gravel PitOhio Man Rescued from Gravel Pit



Stay AwayStay Away fromfrom
Abandoned Mine Abandoned Mine 

Openings!Openings!

HIDDEN  DANGERSHIDDEN  DANGERS



ABANDONED MINE OPENINGABANDONED MINE OPENING

This mine This mine 
shaft may be shaft may be 
hundredshundreds of of 
feet deepfeet deep!!



SHAFT MINE OPENINGSHAFT MINE OPENING

VERTICAL DROPVERTICAL DROP

CAN BE VERY DEEPCAN BE VERY DEEP

Stay Away!Stay Away!



HuuuuugeHuuuuuge Opening!Opening!



FENCES DON’T ALWAYS FENCES DON’T ALWAYS 
KEEP PEOPLE OUT…KEEP PEOPLE OUT…



DeepDeep
AndAnd

Dangerous!
Dangerous!

BUT LOOK WHAT AWAITSBUT LOOK WHAT AWAITS
THE TRESPASSER!THE TRESPASSER!



THIS MINE IS SEALED, THIS MINE IS SEALED, 
BUT JUST BARELY!BUT JUST BARELY!



SIGNS: There for a reasonSIGNS: There for a reason





Empty Buildings are DangerousEmpty Buildings are Dangerous
They can collapseThey can collapse

Broken glass is everywhereBroken glass is everywhere

Explosives can be detonatedExplosives can be detonated

There are electrical hazardsThere are electrical hazards





SLOPE MINE OPENINGSLOPE MINE OPENING

Stay Away!Stay Away!





Look
  at

  all
  th

e  G
raff

iti



DRIFT MINE OPENINGDRIFT MINE OPENING

Stay Away!Stay Away!



Some mine openings are Some mine openings are 
easily seen…easily seen…

Others may be hidden byOthers may be hidden by
plants or rocks!plants or rocks!



OPEN MINE SHAFTOPEN MINE SHAFT



HIDDEN MINE OPENINGHIDDEN MINE OPENING

Where’s Where’s 
the the 

mine?mine?







BE WISE!  STAY AWAY!BE WISE!  STAY AWAY!

Ground Around Ground Around 
Mines may be Mines may be 
WeakWeak

Vibrations from Vibrations from 
Walking or Walking or 
Speaking may Speaking may 
cause a Cavecause a Cave--inin



ROTTEN TIMBERSROTTEN TIMBERS





BROKEN OR UNSTABLE LADDERSBROKEN OR UNSTABLE LADDERS
WONDER 

WHAT
THIS

LEADS TO?



How How 
Badly Badly 
Do Do 
You You 

Want Want 
to to 

Find Find 
Out?Out?





MISFIRED EXPLOSIVESMISFIRED EXPLOSIVES

EXPLOSIVES EXPLOSIVES 
and and 

BLASTING BLASTING 
CAPSCAPS

Often Found Often Found 
Around Around 

Abandoned Abandoned 
Mine OpeningsMine Openings



EXPLOSIVES & BLASTING CAPSEXPLOSIVES & BLASTING CAPS

Deteriorate with AgeDeteriorate with Age

Do Not TouchDo Not Touch –– They can go off!They can go off!

Alert the Sheriff’s DepartmentAlert the Sheriff’s Department



FROM THIS …FROM THIS …



.....  TO THIS!.....  TO THIS!



STANDING POOLS OF WATERSTANDING POOLS OF WATER



UNDERGROUND TUNNELSUNDERGROUND TUNNELS

ROTTEN ROOF  ROTTEN ROOF  
SUPPORT BEAMSSUPPORT BEAMS
DANGEROUS GASESDANGEROUS GASES
POISONOUS SNAKESPOISONOUS SNAKES
FLOODED SECTIONSFLOODED SECTIONS











SURFACE SURFACE 
DANGERSDANGERS



UNSTABLE HIGHWALLSUNSTABLE HIGHWALLS





DANGEROUS BODIES OF WATERDANGEROUS BODIES OF WATER

Stay Away!Stay Away!



NO PLACE FOR SWIMMERSNO PLACE FOR SWIMMERS



No Lifeguards on Duty!No Lifeguards on Duty!



Deadly Pennsylvania QuarryDeadly Pennsylvania Quarry

Since 1985 … 8 Since 1985 … 8 drowningsdrownings!!



A MOTHER’S GRIEFA MOTHER’S GRIEF





DIVINGDIVING

CAN CAN 

BEBE

DEADLY!DEADLY!



SLUDGE DAMSLUDGE DAM
Water on Water on 
Top is 3’ Top is 3’ 
DeepDeep

QuicksandQuicksand--
Like Sludge Like Sludge 
Underwater Underwater 
is  8is  8--10’ 10’ 
DeepDeep



SIGNS ARE FOR YOUR SAFETYSIGNS ARE FOR YOUR SAFETY



What Part of “No Trespassing” What Part of “No Trespassing” 
Don’t You Understand?Don’t You Understand?



What CanWhat Can
You You DoDo

to Stay Safe???to Stay Safe???



If You’re Not Sure, If You’re Not Sure, 
STAY AWAY!STAY AWAY!



MSHA’s TOLLMSHA’s TOLL--FREE HOTLINEFREE HOTLINE

Report Unsafe Access to  Report Unsafe Access to  
Active or Abandoned MinesActive or Abandoned Mines

11--800800--499499--10381038



MSHA RESOURCESMSHA RESOURCES

www.msha.govwww.msha.gov

202202--693693--94009400



Listen Carefully to Listen Carefully to 
MSHA InspectorsMSHA Inspectors



Inspectors are Trained to Inspectors are Trained to 
Enter Mine Sites Enter Mine Sites –– You’re Not!You’re Not!



She May She May 
Have a Have a 

Future in Future in 
Mining!Mining!



Remember…Remember…

STAY OUT STAY OUT 
AND AND 

STAY ALIVE!STAY ALIVE!


